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Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 2, line 4 with the following: 



The following applications are hereby incorporated herein by reference in their entirety 
and made part of the present application: 



(1) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/542,602 (Attorney Docket No. MTV0014US), 



filed concurrently herewith; and 
(2) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/542,273 (Attorney Docket No. MTV0016US), 
filed concurrently herewith. 



The following is a clean version of the entire set of pending claims. In accordance with 
37 CFR § 1.121(c)(l)(ii) ? attached is a marked up version of claims containing the newly 
introduced changes. The attached page is captioned VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO 
SHOW CHANGES MADE. 

Please amend the claims as indicated below. 




In the Claims 
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1 . (Amended) An apparatus storing a computer-readable module for use in a host 
computer, where the module comprises: 

a Junctional component for providing a predetermined programming functionality; 
an installation component that manages installation of the functional component; and 
a preprocessing interface component for providing introspective information about any 

requirements of the functional component in response to a request from the host 

computer. 

2. (As Filed)\ The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the preprocessing interface 
r \/ comprises a command sequence that identifies the functional component. 



x 



^ N 3. (As Filed) Thevapparatus of claim 1 wherein the preprocessing interface 

comprises executable object code that identifies the functional component. 

4. (As Filed) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the request from the host 
computer occurs as part of an installation oftjie module in the host computer. 

k 5. (As Filed) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the request from the host 



computer occurs when the module is required by a second module stored at the host computer. 

6. (As Filed) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the introspective information 
provided by the preprocessing interface component comprises version information for the 
module. 

7. (As Filed) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein theNntrospective information 
provided by the preprocessing interface component comprises identification of an external 
module required by the functional component. 

8. (As Filed) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the introspective information 
provided by the preprocessing interface component comprises identification of tn^type of 
functional component. 
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\ 9. (As Filed) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the introspective information 
provided by the preprocessing interface component comprises identification of at least a first 
resource at the host computer that will be modified by the functional component. 

10. YAmended) A computer system comprising a first computer, where the first 
computer comprises: 

a plurality oi\plugin modules, including at least a first plugin module comprised of an 

introspection interface portion, an installation program component and a program 
behavior portion; and 

a harness for evaluating the introspection interface portion of the first plugin module to 

determine if any resources are required for use of the program behavior portion of 
the first plugin module. 

1 1 . (As Filed) The computer system of claim 10 further comprising a second 
computer connected to the first computer, where the second computer includes a first resource 
required by the first plugin module that isStransferred to the first computer upon request by the 
plugin installation program component. \ 

12. (As Filed) The computer sysrem of claim 10 further comprising a second 
computer connected to the first computer, where me second computer includes a first resource 
required by the first plugin module that is transferred to the first computer upon request by the 
harness. \ 

13. (As Filed) The computer system of claim 1 1 , wherein the first resource 
comprises a second plugin module comprised of an introspection interface portion and a program 
behavior portion, and wherein the harness is further stnictureosto evaluating the introspection 
interface portion of the second plugin module to determine if anVresources are required for use 
of the program behavior portion of the second plugin module. \ 

14. (Amended) The computer system of claim 10 wherein^the harness comprises: 
a loader component for loading a plugin module comprised of an introspection interface 

portion and a program behavior portion; \ 
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a validator component for interfacing with the introspection interface portion to identify 

\ny resources required by the plugin module; and 
a finder component for surveying the computer system for any resources identified by the 
validator component. 

The computer system of claim 10 wherein the introspection 
ible script, command series or object-code module. 

16. (As Filed) Th^computer system of claim 10 wherein the installation manager 
portion is an executable script, command series or object-code module. 

17. (As Filed) The computer system of claim 10 wherein the computer system is 
a client/server system and the first plugin module is a client plugin module. 

18. (As Filed) The computer system of claim 10 wherein the computer system is 
a client/server system and the first plugin modulesis a server plugin module. 

19. (Amended) A method of preprocessing a software module comprised of an 
interface portion and a program portion, comprising: \ 

receiving a first software module; \ 

querying the interface portion of the first software module to identify any resources 

required by the program portion; and \ 
installing the first software module if all resources requiredOj>y the program portion are 

available. \ 

20. (As Filed) The method of claim 19, further comprising, retrieving any 
resources required by the program portion that were identified as a result oKquerying the 
interface portion prior to invocation of the first software module. \ 

21 . (As Filed) The method of claim 1 9, further comprising retrieving any 
resources required by the program portion that were identified as a result of invoking an 
installation manager portion of the first software module. \ 




15. (AsFiledy 
interface portion is an execut 
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12. (As Filed) The method of claim 20 wherein the retrieved resource comprises a 
second softw^tesmodule comprised of an introspective interface portion and a program portion, 
^ further comprising quefykigthe interface portion of the second software module to identify any 
resources required by the progranTT>eaJion of the second software module. 

\\ 23. (As Filed) The method of claim 19/wB$reki4^ a first 

software module comprises connecting to a remote computer over a^eletwiurmnication network 
and downloading the first software module from the remote computer. 
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